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L) of hazardous waste [but not acute hazardous waste, see Appendix
A, 40 CFR 261.33(e)] at or near a point of generation, without being
subject to regulation. Certain restrictions apply (see Appendix A). The
design of the storage facility must comply with all local regulations,
including fire codes. The following sections outline prudent practices
for storage of laboratory waste, regardless of whether it is regulated by
the EPA. There are additional requirements both on facilities and on
procedures to obtain a permit for storage of EPA-regulated waste for
more than 90 days (see Appendix C).

II.    PROTECTION FROM THE ELEMENTS

Waste containers should always be stored in an area or facility where
the containers are protected from adverse weather. Extremes in heat
can cause pressure buildup in containers with volatile liquid contents.
Alternate heating and cooling may cause containers to breathe if they
are not tightly sealed. If water is left standing on the container, it can
be drawn into the container during a cooling cycle, resulting in container
corrosion or internal chemical reactions. Adverse weather conditions
can also cause deterioration of labels, tags, or other markings, which
can create a hazard and could necessitate reanalysis of container con-
tents.

A properly designed storage facility should have a roof to protect
waste from sun and precipitation. Warning signs should be posted and
walls or fences erected to protect against unknowing or unauthorized
entry. The facility must, however, have proper ventilation and must
provide access for fire or other emergency equipment. The facility should
be located away from areas of high work density but close enough to
be useful and to allow proper surveillance and security.

III.    PRIMARY CONTAINMENT

Waste should be put into containers that are adequate to contain the
waste through the storage period and until final disposition. If the waste
is being stored prior to transportation, the use of appropriate U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT)-approved containers is required.
Even if the waste is not to be transported, the DOT regulations provide
excellent guidance for container selection (see Appendix D, Section II).